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We study the meson-nucleus systems as the very interesting objects to deduce the hadron prop-
erties precisely and to obtain new information on the aspects of the strong interaction at finite
density. We briefly introduce the recent research activities on pionic atoms and η ′(958) mesic
nuclei in this article. The (d,3 He) reactions for the formation of the pionic atoms are consid-
ered at finite angles and on the odd-neutron nuclear targets to develop the systematic and accurate
studies of the pion properties at various nuclear densities. η ′(958)-nucleus systems are quite inter-
esting in the context of the effects of the UA(1) anomaly at finite density. The possible formation
of the nuclear bound states of the η ′ meson by the (p,d) reactions is discussed to deduce the
information on the mass shift of the exceptionally heavy η ′ meson.
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1. Introduction

In contemporary hadron-nuclear physics, various hadron properties such as their masses and
interactions are believed to have close connection to the aspects of quantum chromodynamics
(QCD) symmetry [1]. The light pseudoscalar mesons are considered as the Nambu-Goldstone
bosons associated with the spontaneous breaking of the chiral symmetry and the complicated mass
spectrum of these mesons with the heavier η ′(958) meson is believed to be the consequence of
the explicit breaking of flavor symmetry by current quark masses and of the breaking of the axial
UA(1) symmetry.

One of the most interesting subjects in this field is the study of the aspects of QCD symmetry in
extreme conditions with high density and/or temperature. It is quite natural to expect that the meson
properties in these conditions provide important information of the aspects of the symmetries. In
this context, meson-nucleus systems such as mesic atoms and mesic nuclei are very interesting
objects to deduce the hadron properties precisely at finite density.

In this article, we briefly introduce the recent research activities on pionic atoms and η ′(958)
mesic nuclei.

2. Pionic Atoms

Pionic atom is one of most interesting objects to perform spectroscopic studies of the hadron
bound systems because of the relatively small widths [2]. Especially, deeply bound pionic atoms,
which cannot be reached by the X-ray experiments, are known to provide valuable information on
chiral symmetry at finite density [3] based on the theoretical foundation [4, 5].

To develop the study of the deeply bound pionic atoms further, we need to beat the difficulties
due to the so-called Seki-Masutani correlation between pion-nucleus potential parameters, which
indicates the insensitivities of the atomic pion to nuclear densities other than ∼ 0.6ρ0 [6, 7]. In
Fig.1, we show the effective nuclear densities [8] probed by the atomic pions [9]. We can see
clearly that all atomic pions probe only around 0.6ρ0. At the preliminary stage of our exploration,
this robustness of the sensitivity to the specific density was helpful to deduce the information on
symmetry less ambiguously. At present, we have theoretical predictions of the density dependence
of the chiral condensate beyond the linear density approximation [10] and we need to have new
information on the pion properties at different densities from 0.6ρ0.

For this purpose, we need systematic and accurate studies of the pionic atoms. We have de-
veloped the formulation and obtained the numerical results of the pionic atom formations by the
(d,3 He) reactions at finite angles [11] and on the odd-neutron nuclear target cases [12]. In Fig.2, we
show the theoretical results of the (d,3 He) reactions at finite angles for the pionic atom formation.

We will study pionic atoms further along with this line to develop the high precision spectro-
scopic studies of the pionic atoms. New experimental results are expected to be obtained in near
future [13].

3. η ′(958)-Mesic Nucleus

The η ′(958) meson properties at finite density have been discussed for a long time in the
context of the effects of the UA(1) anomaly at finite density [1, 14, 15, 16]. The possible formation
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Figure 1: Calculated effective nuclear densities ρe reported in Ref. [9] for the observed pionic atoms by
pionic X-ray are plotted as a function of nuclear mass number A. The quantum numbers of each atomic state
are indicated in the figure.

Figure 2: Calculated spectrum obtained in Ref. [12] for the formation of pionic states in the 122Sn(d,3 He)
reactions as functions of the pion binding energy. Three different angles of the emitted 3He are considered
as indicated in the figure.

of the nuclear bound states of the η ′ meson is also discussed [17] to deduce the information of the
mass shift in nucleus of the exceptionally heavy η ′ meson. The η ′ mass is believed to be quite large
because of the anomaly effects, thus, we expect to know the effects of the anomaly at finite densities
by knowing the properties of the η ′-nuclear systems. Actually, a model calculation indicates the
large mass reduction of η ′ at normal nuclear density [18] and consequently indicates the existence
of the strong attractive potential between η ′ and nucleus. The η ′ properties are also discussed
recently based on the symmetry of the strong interaction [19]. We show the recent results [20] of
the formation cross section of the η ′(958) bound states in Fig. 3. The experimental feasibility of
the (p,d) reaction is considered seriously [20, 21] and the experiment is expected to be performed
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Figure 3: Calculated spectra obtained in Ref. [20] of the 12C(p,d)11C⊗η ′ reaction for the formation of η ′-
nucleus systems as functions of the excited energy Eex. E0 is the η ′ production threshold energy. Incident
proton kinetic energy is Tp =2.5 GeV and emitted deuteron angle is 0o. The depths of the complex η ′-
nucleus optical potential are indicated in the figure. The contributions of dominant subcomponents and the
total spectrum for (V0,W0) = −(0,10) MeV are also shown.

in near future.
Recently, several other theoretical and experimental results have also been reported [22, 23,

24, 25, 26]. We think that this subject is very interesting and we expect to obtain new information
smoothly to deepen our insights.

4. Summary

We have studied the meson-nucleus systems such as mesic atoms and mesic nuclei as the very
interesting objects to deduce the hadron properties precisely and to obtain new information on the
aspects of the strong interaction at finite density. We briefly introduce the recent research activities
on pionic atoms and η ′(958) mesic nuclei in this article. We think that our studies based on the
spectroscopy of the meson-nucleus systems are unique and are complementary to those using the
heavy-ion collisions.
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